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Some background to Reusable Learning Objects (RLOs) and the SHIELD website

Reusable Learning Objects (RLOs) are small, self-contained “chunks” of eLearning, usually web-based and often comprising engaging multimedia materials such as video, animations and simulations. They are designed to be reusable across a wide range of teaching and learning situations and are often course or subject independent. Thus, an RLO introducing the subject of “Social class” could be used by students of SPS, Medicine, Nursing, Economics, Psychology, Philosophy, History, Anthropology  to name just a few.

The RLOs on the SHIELD website have evolved from an earlier interactive online course in Medical Sociology (www.medgraphics.cam.ac.uk/medsoc). This is a complete online course, specifically devised for Cambridge medics. But because it’s a whole course - a large fixed “slab” of learning – it’s less likely to be readily reusable in many different contexts. Yet it undoubtedly contains within it valuable materials that teachers and learners alike can use and benefit from. So the SHIELD project (funded by C-SAP) was set-up to “disaggregate” some of the lectures of the Medsoc course into their component parts, updating where necessary, and to re-develop them in the form of RLOs.

Each RLO consists of a number of web-pages (typically between 3 and 7) which contain embedded multimedia files. There is a narration, the transcript of which is also shown on screen. Often there are pauses for input, where learners are invited to type in responses prompted by a question. These responses are not marked; they offer an opportunity for a moment to reflect on the learning material before continuing. Learning with RLOs should not be a passive experience like watching a TV! There are also quizzes at the end of each RLO, for you to see how well you have understood the material.

RLOs on the SHIELD website

There are currently 4 completed RLOs on the SHIELD site:

· Parsons' sick role

· Doctor/patient relations

· Social class

· The Black Report and Inequalities in Health

The specifications for a further 4 RLOs are also online, but the RLOs have not yet been developed

· Gender and health

· Social Capital

· Medicalisation

· Death
Evaluation

An important aspect of the SHIELD project is evaluation of the RLOs to discover how useful they are for teaching and learning across a broad range of situations. This is where your input is vital! You are asked to evaluate each of the four RLOs using a paper-based questionnaire. This will help us assess how effective they are and will inform their future development. You can download printable copies of the form from the SHIELD website (www.medgraphics.cam.ac.uk/shield/docs/rlo_evaluation.doc).

Work through each of the RLOs at your own pace. You can tackle them in any order. Take a note of the time when you start. Once you’ve worked through the RLO. take a note of the time you finished and then work out the time taken. Please answer all the questions according to the marking scheme, and then, if you wish, you can add your own thoughts and comments. We need to know how useful these RLOs actually are so your accurate responses are very important. Critical judgement will not reflect badly on you! Please ensure you hand-in your completed evaluations by Tuesday 11 November.
