Experiences with Re-usable Learning Objects: Process and Evaluation

Current e-learning practice is moving away from developing whole modules or courses towards producing the resources that form the components of these blocks of learning. These discrete elements of e-learning or reusable learning objects (RLOs) are currently the subject of scholarly debate about what properties an RLO should possess in terms of granularity, storage and retrieval, and how they are linked and integrated with other units of learning (Wiley,2002).

The Universities Collaboration in E-Learning (UCEL) was founded in 2002 to create, develop and share RLOs. RLOs are being developed in the traditionally difficult areas of statistics, epidemiology and research methods. Collaborators come to the project from a wide variety of health professional education backgrounds. One of the projects' aims is to determine how pedagogically valuable the RLOs are when used in learning and teaching across different subjects and curricula. There are 'hidden' benefits for the lecturers engaged in the process of RLO development. The collaborative process of RLO development, crossing institutional and multi-professional boundaries, encourages a greater awareness and enriches each other’s perspectives of inter-professional issues. 

Development of research skills is an important component of all nursing courses at pre-registration level through to continuing professional development study. This reflects the need for nurses to deliver care based on the best available research evidence, leading to improved patient outcomes. This presentation describes the development of a RLO on 'Levels of Measurement' that addresses the learning objective 'The student will be able to describe and give examples of the four levels of measurement, nominal, ordinal, interval and ratio levels'. The rationale for choosing to develop this and other RLOs and the scope for 'reusability' will be considered.

The strategy for evaluating RLOs includes reviews from content experts and students. Data from these evaluations will be presented and the implications of these findings discussed.

Reference: Wiley, D A (2000) Connecting learning objects to instructional design theory: a definition, a metaphor, and a taxonomy. In D A Wiley (Ed.), The Instructional Use of Learning Objects: Online Version [online] http://reusability.org/read/chapters/wiley.doc (5 Sep 2002) 

Learning Outcomes for Participants At the end of the session participants will: 

1. Be aware of the UCEL group, its multiprofessional collaborators, aims and current progress

2. Understand some of the issues relating to RLO development and evaluation

3. Have contributed to the debate about how RLOs can be used to support student learning

Activity for participants

Participants will be asked about their understanding of RLOs and will contribute to the debate about the issues relating to RLO development, use and evaluation. There will be an opportunity for the audience to provide the answers to some of the activities and self assessments in a screen shot or live demonstration of an RLO.

